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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2014-640
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Finance Committee 
Date of Introduction: September 23, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: None – emergency action requested
Date of Analysis: September 25, 2014
Type of Action: Authorization to pursue appeal process
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the Office of General Counsel to appeal a proposed reduction of the Property Appraiser’s budget to the Florida Administration Commission (consisting of the Governor and Cabinet) for resolution. The bill requests emergency passage on first reading in order to meet the deadline to file the appeal which occurs before the first City Council meeting in October.
NOTE: See companion bill 2014-641 for OGC authorization to hire outside counsel to represent the Property Appraiser in the appeal process.

Background Information: As both a city official under the consolidated city charter and a state constitutional officer, the budget of the Property Appraiser must be approved by both the City Council and the Florida Department of Revenue (DOR), to whom the Property Appraiser has a reporting relationship. The DOR approved the Property Appraiser’s original requested budget in the amount of $9,784,886; Mayor Brown recommended a budget to the Council of $9,681,317; the Finance Committee recommended a budget to the Council of $9,488,096. State law provides that the funding county may appeal the Property Appraiser’s budget to the Florida Administration Commission in the event of a disagreement over the local funding level. The deadline for filing the appeal is 14 days following the public hearing on the budget (October 8th, following the September 23rd public hearing).
Policy Impact Area: Property Appraiser’s Office budget
Fiscal Impact: The Property Appraiser’s budget as currently pending before City Council is $296,790 less than the budget approved by the DOR. 
Analyst: Clements
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